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undertake to raise every fighting man in Asir against Muhieddin.
Ebhah he says is not formidable to an attacking force with a
battery of field-guns. The present bar on action is that Nasir is
not weighty enough to counterpoise the Idrisi. The tribes all
believe that Idrisi would egg on his friendly sheikhs to attack them
in the rear, if they moved openly against the Turks.1 The presence
of Feisal or Abdullah would allay these fears.
Feisal says that Abdullah, though quick when he does move,
is rather luxurious in taste and inclined to be lazy.
Stotzingen2 told Feisal in Damascus that, from the Yemen,
arms and ammunition were to be shipped across to Abyssinia,
and an anti-foreign war begun in that country. He himself was
going afterwards to German East Africa.
Frobenius3 (calling himself Abd el-Kerim Pasha) turned up in
Jiddah one morning by sea from Wejh soon after war had begun,
Feisal was in Jiddah, and headed him off from Mecca. British
naval activity dissuaded him from going on further south.
Feisal, therefore, got him a boat, and gave him a letter of recom-
mendation, and sent him back north again. When he got to
Rabugh, however, Hussein Mubeirik took suspicion of him and
locked him up in the fort. Frobenius had some difficulty in
getting out, and made great complaints of his treatment when he
got back to Syria.
In March, 1916, Jemal Pasha took Feisal to a cinema in
Damascus, The star film showed the Pyramids, with the Union
Jack on top, and beneath them, Australians beating the Egyptian
men and raping the women, and, in the foreground, an Egyptian
girl in an attitude of supplication. The second scene showed a
desert, with camel-convoys and a Turkish infantry battalion
marching on for ever and ever. The third scene returned to the
Pyramids with a sudden appearance of the Ottoman Army in
review order, the killing of the Australians and the surrender of
General Maxwell, the joy of Egypt, the tearing down of the
British flag from the Pyramids, and its replacement by theTurkish
flag. Feisal said to Jemal: 'Why go on troubling my father and
1  Compare letters No. 82 and No. 107, p. 267.
2  The leader of the German military mission accompanying- a Turkish force to the
Yemen. See Liddell Hart, (T. E. Lawrence: in Arabia and After, p. 72.
8 The German traveller, well known to archaeologists.